Failed drugs review
A cache of at least 24 drugs abandoned during development by three major pharmaceutical companies will become available to scientists seeking new therapeutic uses for them under a US$20-million competitive grants programme, the US National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced on 3 May. The pilot programme, with Pfizer, AstraZeneca and Eli Lilly, is running through the NIH's National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences, which was established this year. A
Drug-marketing fine
US pharmaceutical company Abbott Laboratories will pay US$1.6 billion in connection with its illegal marketing of an anti-seizure drug, Depakote (divalproex sodium). The company,
South Korea carbon
Building on an ambitious effort to invest in green technologies and reduce reliance on imported fossil fuels, South Korea has become the first Asian nation to formally adopt a cap-andtrade programme to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions. The programme, approved on 2 May, starts in 2015 and would cover around 60% of national emissions. The country has committed to reducing its 2020 'businessas-usual' projected emissions by 30%. See go.nature.com/ iouadq for more.
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Nuclear-free Japan
Japan's last operating nuclear reactor was switched off on 5 May, leaving the country entirely without nuclear power. The reactor, at the Tomari nuclear power plant in Hokkaido, was taken offline for routine maintenance. None of the reactors that were closed down after an earthquake and tsunami struck the Fukushima Daiichi plant last March has yet reopened. It is not clear when or if any of Japan's 50 functional reactors will go back online; some have passed official safety tests, but face suspicion from local residents. See go.nature. com/dld2nz for more.
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Physicist sentenced
French-Algerian physicist Adlène Hicheur has been sentenced to four years in prison -and a further oneyear suspended sentence -after being found guilty of plotting with al-Qaeda's North African branch to carry out terror attacks on French similar collaboration, between Astrazeneca and the UK Medical Research Council, was launched last December. See go.nature.com/o4gjtl for more.
Fracking rules
The US Department of the Interior's Bureau of Land Management released a draft on 4 May of rules that would require companies to disclose the chemicals they use in hydraulic fracturing or 'fracking' , which involves pumping fluid into rocks to release natural gas and oil. The technique has provoked public protest, in part because of fears that chemicals used in the process could pollute ground water. See go.nature.com/ ozuqd2 for more. which is headquartered in Abbott Park, Illinois, and the US Department of Justice announced the settlement on 7 May, ending a fouryear investigation. Abbott marketed the medication for uses not approved by the US Food and Drug Administration, including schizophrenia and agitated dementia. 
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UNITED STATES TO LOSE EARTH-OBSERVING POWER
Delays, mission changes and budgetary woes mean a steep decline for US satellite missions to observe Earth. 
Science chief leaves
